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Abstract  

(max. 400 words) 

There is a need to reconsider the relationship between 
educational research and education policy (Lingard, 2013). 
The challenge to researchers is how to connect the 
research they undertake to those on whom the research 
has an impact. This paper charts the narrative of one 
innovative research project design and how it responds to 
that key challenge facing researchers today.  

This paper is grounded in the DEEPEN (Droichead: 
Exploring and Eliciting Perspectives, Experiences and 
Narratives) research project.  The project is funded by the 
Teaching Council of Ireland and is led by a research 
consortium across two HEIs. The research/project design 
created by the authors of the paper was successful in the 
Teaching Council tender process for research into 
teachers’ experience of the Droichead professional 
induction process. The research project is multifaceted, 
teacher-focused and supported by a wide professional 
learning network. The design includes a systematic 
literature review, an online questionnaire to all Droichead 
schools, focus groups and visual data collection. The 
research concludes with an international conference and 
the publication of digital support material for schools. An 
international advisory panel and a field research team 
support and guide the research throughout.  

This paper will focus on three key areas:  

 Insights from the process undertaken in 
formulating/designing a research project that 
crosses boundaries: The authors will address how 
they responded to the challenge of creating a 
national research project that is both inward and 
outward looking. They will explore the inclusion of 
national and international representation, working 
across two HEIs, working with the Teaching Council 
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and working across school types in both the primary 
and post-primary sector.  

 The opportunities and challenges of leading a 
professional learning community focused on the 
research project: The authors will address how 
they responded to the challenge of ensuring that the 
purpose, function and capability (Owen 2014) of the 
PLN was identified in the research design, how it is 
maintained in the research process and how it will 
add impact to the overall research project.   

 The benefit of previous experience: The authors 
will show how they have drawn on previous national 
and international research project experiences to 
design this innovative research project.  

This paper will make a significant contribution to the 
discourse of the SCoTENS 2019 conference and will 
challenge participants to reflect on their own research and 
how it can connect across boundaries. 

 
 

 

 
 


